Soil faunal activity is essential for the functioning of all terrestrial ecosystems. Soil fauna are important in physical and chemical transformation of litter, maintenance of soil fertility and sustained productivity. By-products of human activities affect the proper functioning of the soil fauna with a concomitant decrease in long term soil productivity. The fauna could be used as early indicators of changes brought about in soil properties by pollutants. In Sri Lanka studies of this nature are lacking and even baseline data against which changes could be measured are not yet available. A field experiment was set up in Kandy in two forest areas near the Gohagoda dumping site and the Udawattakele forest reserve area to investigate the soil and leaf litter invertebrates.
